Course Syllabus for AP Studio Art/2-D Design

Prerequisites
Successful completion of one entry-level course consisting of Art I, drawing, or design/crafts plus one higher level art class such as painting or sculpture.

Overview 

This course makes it possible for highly motivated, advanced art students to pursue excellence in visual art, receive weighted credit, and possibly obtain college credit. Students enrolled in the class must complete a portfolio that demonstrates exceptional performance in one of three areas: drawing, two-dimensional design, or three-dimensional design. 

AP Studio Art is the most demanding art class offered at the high school level and requires students to demonstrate college level work.  Portfolios created for the class are submitted to a review board made up of a minimum of three and a maximum of seven artist educators who determine the work’s quality. College credit is awarded only to students whose work demonstrates excellence in the chosen area.  Students who elect to take this course must be willing to devote several hours each week outside of class to complete the assignments and meet the timetable for preparing a portfolio. 

It is absolutely required that all AP students maintain high quality work and adhere to the schedule of completed pieces. Any student whose work does meet the level of quality or who cannot meet portfolio deadlines will be removed from the class. In these instances, Henry Clay guidelines for dropping and adding classes will be adhered to; therefore, any student removed after the first six weeks from AP Studio Art will receive no art credit for the semester. However, students who genuinely struggle with the AP demands may, by permission of the instructor, transfer to an unweighted art class.

The fee for the AP portfolio review is approximately $82.00. Further information on payment deadlines will be communicated in the second semester of the school year. Students may request a fee reduction based on need.  

Please note that each college and university determines its own policy in regard to AP credit.  Students should contact their post-secondary institution to determine the status of AP credentials there.

For a complete overview of AP Studio Art, please visit the website www.collegeboard.com. Parents are also encouraged to visit the site so that they and their student will have access to information concerning the demands and benefits of the course. A hard copy of all requirements will be distributed to each AP candidate for future reference.

Requirements

Students are required to register for this class by May of the preceding school year.  Over the summer, each AP candidate must choose an area of emphasis for the portfolio from the options 2D design, 3D design, or drawing and compile examples of work which represent his/her skill level, reflect a choice of subject matter, and identify the media which will be used. This body of work will also include an area of concentration that illustrates the student’s intent to explore a specific theme or concept. 

Throughout the year, students will design and create work for inclusion in the final portfolio.  Each portfolio is evaluated on three separate areas:

· Quality:  Five actual works that demonstrate your mastery of drawing or design.

· Concentration:  12 slides that describe an in-depth exploration of a particular design or drawing concept.

· Breadth:  12 slides that demonstrate your understanding of the principles of design or drawing issues.

Course Outline

Semester I

August- First week of class
Students will submit a portfolio of work that exemplifies skill levels, subject matter, and media. This portfolio will be used to establish the area of concentration.  The instructor will evaluate the strengths of these portfolios and offer suggestions for improving and developing skills.

August-October
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· 2-D Design students will complete three projects from observation: 
· a still life

· self-portrait

· a landscape 

Sketches are required prior to beginning each project regardless of category.  
Emphasis is placed on how the elements and principles of design are used. These pieces will sharpen the students’ understanding of two-dimensional design and provide the basis for the concentration. The projects may possibly be included in the breadth and quality portfolio categories. Students will begin submitting ideas for the concentration portion of the portfolio based on the success of the preliminary projects.

During this time students will be required do sketches to explore potential concentration options.

October-November
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· 2-D Design students must complete three media centered projects:

· Pencil or charcoal drawing

· Colored pencil or pastel drawing

· Painting in watercolor or acrylic. 

These assignments will serve as a diagnostic tool to make sure students have an understanding of specific elements and principles of design and must be completed by November 1. 

Students will meet with the supervising teacher each Friday to show weekly progress and discuss projects, direction, and completion.

By mid-November, students must have an established concentration and two completed pieces.

December

At the end of the first semester students must show significant progress toward completion of the portfolio with a minimum of 



3 pieces for quality, 



3 pieces for breadth, 



3 pieces for concentration.

Semester II

January to March  
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Students will begin the second semester with works that deal specifically with the concentration portion of the portfolio.  During this time period students will be expected to generate a body of work that will lead to the completion of the minimum twenty-one pieces required for the portfolio.  Pieces must be developed for all categories, and students may switch between concentration and breadth depending on individual need. In this phase, the instructor and students will assess selected works to ensure they are appropriate for the portfolio.  Students will then refine these works and determine which category each fulfills.   The purpose is to create a large number of pieces to select from for the quality section of the portfolio. Work will be critiqued weekly and students will be asked to contribute to this process. 

March/April
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Students will begin assembling their portfolios.  Final artworks should be completed and pieces for each component identified.  At this time, students will begin taking slides of their final pieces. Two weeks prior to the exam, students will write essays about their concentration and submit for a grade.  

May
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Final portfolios must be submitted by the deadline set by AP.

Grading:

Grades in a studio course depend heavily on student commitment to the learning process.  A portion of the grade will be determined by attendance, class participation, meeting due dates and deadlines, keeping a sketchbook, and contributing to critiques.

The portfolio itself will constitute the major portion of the grade each semester. Projects and artwork must be finished as per semester quota.  In addition, portfolio pieces will be graded using the evaluation guidelines established by the College Board. Students must keep in mind that these standards are set to reflect college level artwork.  Both volume and quality will be taken into consideration for final grades each semester.

 Copyright

Students will be developing their own subject matter and ideas.  While inspiration may come from outside sources, copying previously published images or photographs is strictly forbidden since this constitutes plagiarism.  In addition, students should not use personal photographs or manipulated images.   This course emphasizes originality, which means students are expected to search for a unique approach for each component of the portfolio.  Students must rely on observation and imagination in order to maintain their artistic integrity throughout the process of completing each project.
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